ATTITUDES AND DISPOSITIONS



Loving God, you called each of us by name, and gave your only Son to
redeem us. In your faithfulness, you sent the Holy Spirit to complete the
mission of Jesus among us. Open our hearts to Jesus. Give us the courage
to speak his name to those who are close to us, and the generosity to
share his love with those who are far away. We pray that every person
throughout the world be invited to know and love Jesus as Savior and
Redeemer. May they come to know his all-surpassing love. May that love
transform every element of our society. Amen.



When the days for [Jesus’] being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely
determined to journey to Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead of
him. On the way they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his
reception there, but they would not welcome him because the
destination of his journey was Jerusalem.

When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, “Lord, do you
want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” Jesus turned
and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village.






Instead of seeming to impose new
obligations, they should appear as
people who wish to share their joy,
who point to a horizon of beauty
and who invite others to a delicious
banquet. It is not by proselytizing
that the Church grows, but “by
attraction.” (14)



Rather than experts in dire
predictions, dour judges bent on
rooting out every threat and
deviation, we should appear as joyful
messengers of challenging proposals,
guardians of the goodness and
beauty which shine forth in a life of
fidelity to the Gospel. (168)



There are Christians whose lives seem like Lent without Easter. (6)

Conseqguently, an evangelizer must never look like someone who
has just come back from a funeral! (10)

One of the more serious temptations which stifles boldness and
zeal Is a defeatism which turns us into querulous and disillusioned
pessimists, “sourpusses”. Nobody can go off to battle unless he is
fully convinced of victory beforehand. If we start without
confidence, we have already lost half the battle and we bury
our talents. (85)



The centrality of the kerygma calls for stressing those elements which are
most needed today: it has to express God’s saving love which precedes
any moral and religious obligation on our part; it should not impose the
truth but appeal to freedom,; it should be marked by joy, encouragement,
liveliness and a harmonious balance which will not reduce preaching to a
few doctrines which are at times more philosophical than evangelical.

All this demands on the part of the evangelizer certain attitudes which
foster openness to the message: approachability, readiness for dialogue,
patience, a warmth and welcome which is non-judgmental. (165)



There are ecclesial structures which can
hamper efforts at evangelization, yet
even good structures are only helpful
when there is a life constantly driving,
sustaining and assessing them. Without
new life and an authentic evangelical
spirit, without the Church’s “fidelity to her
own calling”, any new structure will soon
prove ineffective. (26)



Clearly Jesus does not want us to be
grandees who look down upon others, but
men and women of the people. This is not
an idea of the Pope, or one pastoral option
among others; they are injunctions
contained in the word of God which are so
clear, direct and convincing that they need
no interpretations which might diminish their
power to challenge us. (271)



All the baptized, whatever their position in the
Church or their level of instruction in the faith,
are agents of evangelization, and it would be
iInsufficient to envisage a plan of
evangelization to be carried out by
professionals while the rest of the faithful would
simply be passive recipients. The new
evangelization calls for personal involvement
on the part of each of the baptized. (120)



All of us are called to offer others an
explicit witness to the saving love of the
Lord, who despite our imperfections offers
us his closeness, his word and his strength,
and gives meaning to our lives. In your
heart you know that it is not the same to
live without him; what you have come to
realize, what has helped you to live and
given you hope, is what you also need to
communicate to others. (121)



The configuration of the priest to Christ
the head — namely, as the principal
source of grace — does not imply an
exaltation which would set him above
others. In the Church, functions “do
not favour the superiority of some vis-
a-vis the others”. Indeed, a woman,
Mary, is more important than the
bishops. (104)



An evangelized popular culture
contains values of faith and
solidarity capable of encouraging
the development of a more just
and believing society, and
possesses a particular wisdom
which ought to be gratefully
acknowledged. (68)

In the case of the popular cultures of
Catholic peoples, we can see
deficiencies which need to be healed
by the Gospel: machismo, alcoholism,
domestic violence, low Mass
attendance, fatalistic or superstitious
notions which lead to sorcery, and the
like. Popular piety itself can be the
starting point for healing and liberation
from these deficiencies. (69)



[Parish] is a community of
communities, a sanctuary where
the thirsty come to drink in the midst
of their journey, and a centre of
constant missionary outreach. (28)



We must recognize that if part of our baptized people lack a
sense of belonging to the Church, this is also due to certain
structures and the occasionally unwelcoming atmosphere of
some of our parishes and communities, or to a bureaucratic
way of dealing with problems, be they simple or complex, in
the lives of our people. In many places an administrative
approach prevails over a pastoral approach, as does a
concentration on administering the sacraments apart from
other forms of evangelization. (63)



Pastoral workers can thus fall into a relativism
which, whatever their particular style of
spirituality or way of thinking, proves even more
dangerous than doctrinal relativism. It has to do
with the deepest and inmost decisions that
shape their way of life. This practical relativism
consists in acting as if God did not exist, making
decisions as if the poor did not exist, setting goals
as If others did not exist, working as if people who
have not received the Gospel did not exist. (80)



Tomb Psychology

A tomb psychology thus develops and slowly transforms
Christians into mummies in a museum. Disillusioned with reality,
with the Church and with themselves, they experience a
constant temptation to cling to a faint melancholy, lacking in
hope, which seizes the heart like “the most precious of the devil’s
potions.” Called to radiate light and communicate life, in the
end they are caught up in things that generate only darkness
and inner weariness, and slowly consume all zeal for the
apostolate. For all this, | repeat: Let us not allow ourselves to be
robbed of the joy of evangelization! (83)



In some people we see an ostentatious preoccupation for the
liturgy, for doctrine and for the Church’s prestige, but without any
concern that the Gospel have a real impact on God’s faithful
people and the concrete needs of the present time. In this way,
the life of the Church turns into a museum piece or something
which is the property of a select few. In others, this spiritual
worldliness lurks behind a fascination with social and political gain,
or pride in their ability to manage practical affairs, or an obsession
with programmes of self-help and self-realization. (95)



Ministerial Openness

Yet there is no greater freedom than that of
allowing oneself to be guided by the Holy
Spirit, renouncing the attempt to plan and
control everything to the last detalil, and
iInstead letting him enlighten, guide and
direct us, leading us wherever he wills. The
Holy Spirit knows well what is needed In
every time and place. This is what it means
to be mysteriously fruitful! (280)



Every form of catechesis would do well to
attend to the “way of beauty” (via
pulchritudinis). Proclaiming Christ means
showing that to believe in and to follow
him is not only something right and true,
but also something beautiful, capable of
filing life with new splendor and profound
joy, even in the midst of difficulties. (167)



If we concentrate on the convictions we share, and if we keep
INn mind the principle of the hierarchy of truths, we will be able to
progress decidedly towards common expressions of
proclamation, service and witness. The immense numbers of
people who have not received the Gospel of Jesus Christ
cannot leave us indifferent. Consequently, commitment to a
unity which helps them to accept Jesus Christ can no longer be
a matter of mere diplomacy or forced compliance, but rather
an indispensable path to evangelization. (246)



Interreligious dialogue is a necessary condition for peace in the world, and
so it is a duty for Christians as well as other religious communities. This
dialogue is in first place a conversation about human existence or simply,
as the bishops of India have put it, a matter of “being open to them,
sharing their joys and sorrows”. In this way we learn to accept others and
their different ways of living, thinking and speaking. We can then join one
another in taking up the duty of serving justice and peace, which should
become a basic principle of all our exchanges. (250)



How | long to find the right words to stir up enthusiasm for a
new chapter of evangelization full of fervour, joy, generosity,
courage, boundless love and attraction! Yet | realize that no
words of encouragement will be enough unless the fire of the
Holy Spirit burns in our hearts. A spirit-filled evangelization is
one guided by the Holy Spirit, for he is the soul of the Church
called to proclaim the Gospel. (261)



The primary reason for evangelizing is the
love of Jesus which we have received, the
experience of salvation which urges us to
ever greater love of him. What kind of love
would not feel the need to speak of the
beloved, to point him out, to make him
known? If we do not feel an intense desire
to share this love, we need to pray
Insistently that he will once more touch our
hearts... (264)



| am a mission on this earth; that is the reason
why | am here in this world. We have to regard
ourselves as sealed, even branded, by this
mission of bringing light, blessing, enlivening,
raising up, healing and freeing. (273)



How would you
help your parish community
radiate the attitudes of welcome,
mercy, dialogue, and joy?
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